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The Honor abl e Edwar d J.  Mar key 
U. S.  House of  Repr esent at i ves 
Washi ngt on,  D. C.  20515 

OFFI CE OF CHEMI CAL SAFETY 
AND POLLUTI ON PREVENTI ON 

Dear  Congr essman Mar key:  

Thank you f or  your  l et t er  of  December  22,  2010,  t o t he U. S.  Envi r onment al  Pr ot ect i on 
Agency ( EPA)  Admi ni st r at or  Li sa Jackson.  I  appr eci at e t he oppor t uni t y t o r espond on behal f  of  
t he Admi ni st r at or  si nce my of f i ce i s r esponsi bl e f or  r egul at i ng pest i ci des .  I n r esponse t o your  
r equest  t hat  EPA accel er at e i t s ef f or t s t o r e- assess t r i cl osan,  I  can r epor t  t hat  we ar e cur r ent l y 
i nvol ved i n sever al  key ef f or t s t hat  wi l l  ensur e our  r evi ew i s t i mel y,  sci ent i f i cal l y sound,  and 
t r anspar ent  wi t h appr opr i at e publ i c par t i ci pat i on.  

On Januar y 14,  2010,  Beyond Pest i ci des and Food and Wat er  Wat ch submi t t ed a pet i t i on 
t o EPA r equest i ng t hat  t he Agency use i t s aut hor i t y under  var i ous st at ut es t o r egul at e t r i cl osan.  
I n r esponse t o t he pet i t i on,  EPA publ i shed a Feder al  Regi st er  Not i ce ( FR Vol .  75,  No .  235,  
December  8,  2010)  seeki ng r evi ew and publ i c comment .  The same or gani zat i ons al so f i l ed a 
r el at ed pet i t i on wi t h t he Food and Dr ug Admi ni st r at i on ( FDA) .  EPA and FDA ar e col l abor at i ng 
and shar i ng i nf or mat i on on our  r espect i ve t r i cl osan act i vi t i es,  i ncl udi ng FDA' s ongoi ng 
devel opment  of  i t s t opi cal  ant i mi cr obi al  over - t he- count er  ( OTC)  dr ug monogr aph,  and we i nt end 
t o do so t hr oughout  t he pet i t i on r esponse pr ocess as wel l .  

As ment i oned i n our  l et t er  t o you dat ed Mar ch 5,  2010,  EPA i s i n t he pr ocess of  updat i ng 
t he human exposur e assessment  f or  t r i cl osan usi ng t he most  cur r ent  Nat i onal  Heal t h and 
Nut r i t i on Exami nat i on Sur vey ( NHANES)  dat a.  These dat a,  t he NHANES 2007- 2008 dat a set ,  
wer e not  avai l abl e dur i ng t he 2008 assessment ,  and wi l l  be used t o pr ovi de t he most  cur r ent  and 
compr ehensi ve account i ng f or  al l  sour ces of  exposur e t o t r i cl osan.  Thi s act i vi t y wi l l  al l ow us t o 
be wel l  pr epar ed f or  r egi st r at i on r evi ew of  t r i cl osan i n 2013 .  

Addi t i onal  pr epar at i on f or  t he upcomi ng r egi st r at i on r evi ew of  t r i cl osan i ncl udes a 
compr ehensi ve r evi ew of  t he avai l abl e dat a on t he occur r ence of  t r i cl osan i n t he envi r onment ,  
i ncl udi ng i t s pr esence i n soi l  and wat er ,  i s bei ng i ni t i at ed i n or der  t o updat e our  assessment  of  t he 
ef f ect s of  t r i cl osan on f i sh and ot her  wi l dl i f e.  

These act i vi t i es r ef l ect  our  ongoi ng eval uat i on of  t he sci ence concer ni ng t r i cl osan and 
pr ovi de an over vi ew of  much of  t he wor k conduct ed over  t he past  12 mont hs .  I n r esponse t o 
your  r equest ,  I  am al so pr ovi di ng a summar i zed l i st i ng of  al l  t he r esear ch act i vi t i es and st eps 
t aken t o cont r i but e t o EPA' s r evi ew of  t r i cl osan:  
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"  Si nce t he 2008 r er egi st r at i on el i gi bi l i t y deci si on i n whi ch EPA concl uded t hat  t her e wer e 
pot ent i al  ef f ect s of  t r i cl osan on t he t hyr oi d hor mone syst em and est r ogen hor mone 
syst em i n l abor at or y r at s,  EPA has expanded r esear ch i nvest i gat i ons i nt o t hese pot ent i al  
endocr i ne ef f ect s of  t r i cl osan.  

"  EPA' s Of f i ce of  Resear ch and Devel opment  ( ORD)  has publ i shed r esear ch r epor t i ng t he 
ef f ect s of  t r i cl osan on t he t hyr oi d hor mone syst em i n l abor at or y r at s ( Zor i l l a et  al . ,  2009 ;  
Paul  et  al . ,  20 f  0) .  

ORD r esear ch ( St oker  et  al . ,  2010)  al so r epor t ed r esul t s of  t he i nvest i gat i on of  t r i cl osan' s 
ef f ect  on est r ogen hor mones usi ng t he Endocr i ne Di sr upt or  Scr eeni ng Pr ogr am ( EDSP)  
ut er ot r ophi c assay pr ot ocol .  

"  EPA' s Of f i ce of  Pest i ci de Pr ogr ams ( OPP)  cont i nues t o col l abor at e wi t h ORD t o 
i nvest i gat e t he ef f ect s of  t r i cl osan on mammal i an endocr i ne syst ems.  

"  ORD and OPP wi l l  compl et e r esear ch and anal ysi s on t he ef f ect  of  t r i cl osan on est r ogen 
hor mone syst ems by t he end of  2011 .  

"  A t oxi col ogi cal  eval uat i on and dose r esponse anal ysi s of  t he t hyr oi d hor mone dat a f r om 
ORD has been conduct ed by OPP.  OPP i s i n t he pr ocess of  f i nal i zi ng t he anal ysi s and 
combi ni ng t he r esul t s of  t hi s l at est  r esear ch on t hyr oi d ef f ect s wi t h t he l at est  NHANES 
anal ysi s t o f or m t he basi s f or  a r evi sed human heal t h assessment  f or  t r i cl osan.  

Agai n,  t hank you f or  your  l et t er .  I f  you have f ur t her  quest i ons,  pl ease cont act  me or  your  
st af f  may cal l  Mr .  Sven- Er i k Kai ser  i n EPA' s Of f i ce of  Congr essi onal  and I nt er gover nment al  
Rel at i ons at  202- 566- 2753 .  


